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Town/City: | Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 21 Smith Lane 
Historic Name: George T. & Angie Smith House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1865, ca. 1905 
Source: deeds, vital records, census, visual assessment 
Style/Form: Queen Anne/two-story hipped block 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Annex 
barn 

Major Alterations (with dates): 
Renovations, ca.1905 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 2.004 


Setting: The property is located within the Smith Lane 
Conservation Area that was once part of the farm. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

It appears that the George T. & Mehitible L. Smith House, was developed in at least two stages. Based on documentary records, 
the original house likely was built in ca. 1865 as a farmhouse. As it presently exists, it is an anomaly in its local context 
suggesting that alterations and additions were made when it evolved into a summer house for the Smiths’ children, who lived off- 
Cape. The two-story wood frame, hipped-roof house presents an asymmetrical front fagade to the south with an off-center 
entrance contained in an ornamental pavilion paired with a triple window and flanked by windows. Windows on the upper story 
align with some on the lower story suggesting that the entrance feature is an alteration. Both the roof cornice and that over the 
triple window are decorated with paired brackets, which are somewhat at odds with the Classical features distinguishing the 
entrance pavilion. The pavilion is fronted by a porch with a spindled frieze characteristic of Queen Anne-style design. The wood 
clapboard first story with a wood shingled second story flaring out over the line where they meet also is consistent with the 
picturesque mix of elements popular at the turn of the 20" century. This combination of is continued on the east end where a 
larger porch has the same brackets and spindles and the entrance and is paired with a double window with a bracketed cornice. 
A more detailed inspection is necessary to determine the existence of the 1865 house and better understand the presumed 
renovation. 


The house is situated at the eastern end of a two-acre parcel with its front fagade oriented south and perpendicular to the private 
road. A large lawn opens on the south side and a driveway is located on the north side where it accesses a annex and barn. The 
west side of the parcel is wooded and borders on a large conservation area created from farmland once associated with the 
house. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In 1865 Sylvanus H. Smith (1805-67) of Orleans sold a parcel of meadow to the north of his brother Lewis Smith Jr.’s house (see 
EAS.792) to Eastham fisherman and farmer George Thomas Smith (1837-93) for $75. George T. Smith, the youngest son of 
Richard Smith (1780-1868) and his second wife Phebe Ryder Smith, was a mariner living with his parents in this neighborhood 
in 1855, and in 1861 he was a farmer when he married Mehitable Linnell Cole (1837-71) of Orleans. The 1865 census clearly 
shows George T. Smith in this part of Eastham in a household enumerated after that of his father. He and Hittie Cole Smith had 
three children—Anne Mae (1862-1953), George Austin (1864-1942), and William Irvine, born in 1870. In 1870 the census lists 
George T. Smith with $750 in real property in a household with his wife and two oldest children." 


Mehitable Cole Smith died in 1871, and four years later George T. Smith married the widowed Angie Young Dyer of Wellfleet. 
The 1880 Eastham map attaches George T. Smith’s name to two dwellings at what is now 21 Smith Lane; it is possible that 21 
Smith Lane, the larger of the two, was built at the time of George Smith’s second marriage. The agricultural schedules for 1880 
credited George T. Smith with eighteen acres, only three of them cultivated, and a farm valued at $1000. He died in 1893, and 
his widow Angie died three years later. The 21 Smith Lane property passed to their children. In 1889 daughter Anne Mae had 
married, in Norfolk, Virginia, Hosea F. Maxim of Middleborough, an orchestra musician and later a jewelry retailer. Son George 
Austin had graduated Bridgewater Normal School in 1888 and began teaching in Eastham, though by 1900 he was teaching in 
Boston. The 1905 Eastham map attaches his name to the 21 Smith Lane property, which he and his sister used as a second 
home for at least the next three decades. In 1891 George A. Smith had acquired an acre of land bordering his father’s 
homestead lot, and in 1912 and 1913 he bought three adjoining parcels from Eastham Smiths.” 


1 Sylvanus H. Smith, Orleans, to George T. Smith, 6 May 1865, BCD 88:112; this deed, the only one granting real estate to George T. Smith, 
lists as abutters Richard Smith, James Smith (30 Smith Lane), the heirs of Freeman Smith, and Richard Sparrow. What became of William I. 
Smith is not yet known; no record of death has been found for him in Eastham, and census never show him in his parents’ household. 
? Francis Hopkins, Orleans, guardian of Ernest L. Smith, minor child of James Smith, to George A. Smith, 25 March 1891, BCD 193:486; 
Wallace A. Smith to George A. Smith, 30 March 1891, BCD 191:398; Thomas F. Smith and Walter H. Mayo, both Orleans, and Mary J. Butler, 
Arlington, to George A. Smith, 11 October 1912, BCD 327:412; Dorcas Smith to George Austin Smith, 1 January 1913, BCD 335:45; Wallace 
A. Smith to George Austin Smith, Boston, 22 November 1913, BCD 335:45. 
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George A. Smith, cited as Austin Smith in some records, was a submaster and then master of grammar schools in Shirley, 
Milton, Woburn, and Dorchester and retired about 1932. Soon after he moved to Eastham, and by 1934 he was joined by his 
sister Annie Smith Maxim, whose husband had died in Norfolk in 1923. In 1940 the two were living in the 21 Smith Lane house, 
and Cape newspapers indicate that they also spent time in a home Smith bought in Orlando, Florida, by 1934.3 Smith spent his 
retirement researching deeds and houses and apparently writing a history of Cape Cod, one newspaper noted. 


George Austin Smith died in August 1942 in Eastham, and obituaries in the Boston Globe and Yarmouth Register made a point 
of mentioning his “ancestral home.” “Mr. Smith’s home had never been deeded out of the family,” the Register noted, “and he 
was in possession of the original deed.” The Globe stated, ““He was born and has resided since his retirement from the Boston 
schools seven years ago on an estate the acreage of which has been in the family since his ancestors received their deed from 
the Indians.”* 


The 21 Smith Lane property passed solely to Smith’s sister Annie and her family. Her son Austin Smith Maxim (1894-1930) had 
married Ora Inge Kaulback (1895-1982) and had one son, Austin Smith Maxim Jr. (1918-41), who married Juliet Lanius Brewer 
(1917-75), and had one child, Cynthia Smith Maxim (1941-2018). In 1991 Cynthia Maxim, then living in New York City, 
subdivided and registered the South Eastham property, and in 1998 she was living in Orleans when she sold three lots including 
21 Smith Lane to Paula and Michael M. Aschettino of Hopkinton. In 2008 the Aschettinos placed the property in a living trust, 
which was the owner of record in 2020.° 
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3 Hyannis Patriot, 5 April 1934, 12. 
4 “George A Smith,” Yarmouth Register, 21 August 1942, 2; “G. A. Smith, Boston Teacher, Dies at Orleans,” Boston Globe, 18 August 1942, 7. 
5 Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Court in re petition 42025, 18 September 1992, Certificate of Title 127873; Cynthia S. Maxim, 
Orleans, to Paula and Michael M. Aschettino, Hopkinton, 15 September 1998, Certificate 150137; Michael M. and Paula Aschettino, 21 Smith 
Lane, to Michael M. and Paul Aschettino, trustees Michael M. Aschettino and Paul Aschettino Living Trust, 18 January 2008, Certificate 
185112. This last deed transfers 21 Smith Lane and identifies it as Lot 3 on LCP 42025-A and Lot 5 on LCP 42025-B. This first attribution 
appears incorrect; LCP 42025-A depicts 21 Smith Lane on Lot 1. See “Plan of Land in Eastham and Orleans,” 26 November 1985 and 14 
February 1991, LCP 42025-A and “Plan of Land in Eastham and Orleans,” 26 November 1985 and 14 February 1991, LCP 42025-A. 
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Subdivision of Lot 1 
Shown on Plan 42025-A Sh. 1 
Filed with Cert. of Title No. 127873 


outbuildings were then on Lot 5 (LCP 42025-B). 


The 1985/1991 plan (LCP 42025-A) depicts 21 Smith Lane on Lot 1, which was itself divided in 2001: the house and its 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SE. 
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